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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING  

October 16, 2017 

PRESENT: 
Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 

Joseph F. Sheehan  

Alfred P. Porro Jr.  

Debbie Holmwood 

Also Present: Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

                      Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 
Paul J. Donohue, Vice-Chairman 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski in 

Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall located on 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the minutes from September 11, 2017 and 

September 25, 2017, seconded by Mr. Sheehan. 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL - Sign for Norwood Dental Care- 47 Washington 

Street, John T. Michaels, Proprietor 

 

Two signs were proposed by Norwood Dental Care of 47 Central Street. The owner Mr. 

John T. Michaels represented his business. The signs were proposed as 29.7 S.F. and 14.9 

S.F. respectfully and would be 1.5” thick high density urethane with carved letters. The 

backgrounds are to be sprayed in satin with the color of either black or blue. The carved 

lettering will be painted white. Both signs were in compliance to the Zoning Bylaws. 

 

Mrs. Holmwood asked about if lighting would be included. Mr. Michaels indicated that 

there was no plan for lighting currently. 
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MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the signage, seconded by Mr. Porro 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

DISCUSSION 

 

Brief discussion about the Special Town Meeting articles in order to start public hearing 

at the posted time indicated by the agenda. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING- Special Permit for an internally illuminated sign in the 

Central Business District – Mademoiselle Spa – 18 Central Street, Art Studio Sign & 

Neon  

 

The applicants state that the Mademoiselle Spa is taking the place of the former “Lucky 

Nails” and it will continue as a spa and nail salon, but will be under new ownership and 

with a new name. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis states that the reasoning for the Special Permit is because of the applicant’s 

desire to have an internally illuminated sign. Mr. Halkiotis also states that the criteria for 

approval of these specific Special Permits is too vague. Essentially the decision to 

approve or deny Sign Special Permits is up to the Planning Board’s discretion.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if it in compliance with the relevant section of the Zoning 

Bylaws. Mr. Deschenes stated that it is. 

 

Mrs. Holmwood stated that they have denied similar applications before and that they 

should not accept this one. 

 

The Applicant says that the old business (Lucky Nails) was not doing well before and 

that the lighting for the sign would help to gain attention and that the store front is 

already set up to use a light box. 

 

Mrs. Holmwood indicated that she believes internally illuminated signs are outdated and 

that the Town is trying to move away from them in the Central Business District. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that if a sign is internally illuminated and looks good that he is 

fine with approving their Special Permit. 

 

The Applicant believes that their internally illuminated sign design will fit into the area as 

neighboring businesses have similar signs. 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the Special Permit, seconded by Mr. Porro 

 

Mr. Halkiotis reminds the Board that because Mr. Donohue is absent that a super 

majority of a 4-0 vote will be needed to approve the Special Permit request. 

 

Vote 3 in favor 1 opposed, Mrs. Holmwood opposed so the motion fails 
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The Board agreed to waive the application fee if the Applicant reapplies. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Special Permit Modification – Mercer – 1 Investors Way, 

Nancy McDermott 

 

Mrs. Holmwood read the public hearing notice 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained how circumstances have changed and that because the Special 

Permit conditions were wrote for the previous tenant of the property (Putnam 

Investments) they no longer apply to the current tenant, Mercer. Mr. Halkiotis further 

explains how in Massachusetts law Special Permit conditions run with the land and do 

not become void because of a new land owner/leaser. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asks the applicant to state their reasoning for the removal of the 

selected conditions. 

 

Ms. McDermott explaind how the conditions of operating a shuttle to other branches and 

employing a traffic coordinator for this purpose do not apply to Mercer. They were 

written for Putnam Investments who were at the time proposing constructing an 

additional building on their land. Putnam Investments never constructed the additional 

building and as it stands Mercer does not have additional branches with which to operate 

a shuttle, therefor the appointment of a traffic coordinator is inapplicable. 

 

Mr. Porro stated that there have been 12 years between the land exchange with Mercer 

and Putnam Investments and that they should have came forward to make these changes 

earlier. 

 

Ms. McDermott explained how they were unaware that they existed and that they 

believed the conditions applied to the previous business and did not run with the land. 

Mercer’s lawyers and parent company reside in New York and this is what usually is the 

case there. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the Special Permit modifications, seconded 

by Mrs. Holmwood. 

 

Vote 3 in favor 1 opposed, Mr. Porro opposed so the motion fails 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Zoning Map Modification – 238 Pleasant Street, Joseph 

Gulla 

 

Mrs. Holmwood read the public hearing notice 

 

There was a brief explanation between the Board members of where the land is in 

orientation to the adjacent parcels and zoning. 
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Mrs. Holmwood wants Mr. Gulla to clean the land up. She does not like the parked trucks 

and debris in the yard. 

 

Mr. Gulla explains that he will clean up his land, but that the tucks and debris belong to 

the neighboring parcel. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked the Board members if they have any concerns with the land 

changing from G (General Residence) to LB (Limited Business). Both Mr. Sheehan and 

Mr. Porro agree that they would not have a problem with the change. Mrs. Holmwood 

ask how Mr. Gulla will improve it and what will he be doing with the land. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that with the Zoning Bylaw there are numerous examples of what 

Mr. Gulla could do with the land, but that is not the purpose of the hearing tonight. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski opened of the hearing to the public for their input. The main take away 

from public is that they would like for there to be oversight in how the property is used. 

One neighbor asked questions about the future use of the property. 

 

Mrs. Paciorkowski closes the public hearing 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheen to support zoning change at Special Town Meeting, 

seconded by Mr. Porro 

 

Vote 3 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstained, motion passes  

 

Mrs. Holmwood abstained from voting 

 

DISCUSSION- Planning Director’s Status Report 

Mr. Halkiotis briefly reviewed his status report. 

The Planning Board reviewed Mr. Halkiotis’s Status Report dated October 16, 2017. He 

briefly discussed St. Catherine’s Convent redevelopment, 940-958 Boston Providence 

Highway, 825 University Avenue (Feeney Brother’s land), and The MVP Grant  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan.  

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: October 30, 2017 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  


